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UNIT 1: SPEAKING (48 total marks) 
MARK SCHEME 


 
Principles of Marking 


 
Conduct of the Speaking Assessment  
As the assessor you must familiarise yourself with section 3.2 of the specification.  
 
General Advice for Examiners  
You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information set out in the document 
Instructions for Examiners sent as part of the stationery pack. It is essential for the smooth 
running of the examination that these instructions are adhered to by all. Particular attention 
should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking.  
 


 As an examiner, you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to 
reward rather than penalise.  


 You must make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking the 
stimulus cards and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when 
awarding a mark for each assessment objective.  


 There are two marking grids. The marking grid for Task 1 covers AO1, AO3 and 
AO4. The marking grid for Task 2 is covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. See 
information below regarding advice on awarding marks using banded mark 
schemes.  


 The specified length of the entire speaking assessment is 15 minutes. The candidate 
will spend 5-6 minutes on Task 1 (argument) and 7-9 minutes on the Task 2 
(discussion) with you as the examiner.  


 
Timings for each stimulus card must be adhered to. You are not required to mark any 
speaking evidence which exceeds these timings.  
If a candidate's speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full 
mark range.  
 
Banded mark schemes (Speaking)  
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has relevant descriptors. The 
descriptors for the band provide a description of the performance level for that band.  
This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band 
and see if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response for that section. If the 
descriptors at the lowest band are satisfied, you should move up to the next band and repeat 
this process for each band until the descriptors match the response.  
If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark 
scheme, a ‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance if the 
response is mainly in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the response 
would be placed in band 2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a 
result of the band 3 content. You should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of 
small omissions in minor areas of their response.  
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide 
standardising material already awarded a mark and this should be used as reference 
material when assessing the response. When marking, you can use these examples to 
decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to 
the example. You are reminded of the need to revisit the standardising material as you apply 
the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to 
the response given.  
 
When you are marking the candidate's responses to the stimulus cards you should consider 
the additional notes given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the 
additional notes are not exhaustive and are for guidance only. All valid responses will be 
given credit.  
 
When marking you should record a mark for each AO.  
 
UNIT 1  
 
Speaking assessment – mark allocation 
 


Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks 


Task 1 
Argument 


4  8 12 24 


Task 2 
Discussion 


4 8 8 4 24 


Total marks 
 


8 8 16 16 48 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 1 – ARGUMENT) 
 


Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


4  All questions are answered clearly 
and comprehensively 


 Very good interaction and 
spontaneity. Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of thoughts, feelings 
and view-points expressed 


7-8  Accurate use of grammar with few 
errors  


 Very good knowledge of idiomatic         
phrases and a variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and pronunciation are 
convincing 


 


10-12  Very good knowledge and understanding 
of the culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 


 Ideas and points of view well supported by 
evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are based on an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
country's culture and society  


3  Most questions are answered 
clearly and some in detail 


 Good interaction, some 
spontaneity in initiating and 
sustaining discussion 


 A range of thoughts, feelings and 
view-points expressed 


5-6  Good use of grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic structures to 
support views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation and 
pronunciation do not impede 
understanding 


7-9  Good knowledge and understanding of the 
culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 
with occasional inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are generally 
supported by evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are generally  
based on an understanding and 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society  


2  Some hesitation when answering 
questions. Answers generally lack 
depth 


 Attempts made to interact but 
prompting required at times 


 Some opinions and ideas 
expressed 


3-4  Limited grammatical knowledge and 
frequent basic errors.Limited 
accuracy.  


 Idiomatic structures used to convey 
pre-learnt material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom evident in 
unprepared material 


 Intonation and pronunciation 
sometimes impede understanding 


4-6  Superficial knowledge of the culture and 
society of Germany and German-speaking 
countries and communities, reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not based on factual 
evidence 


 Limited understanding and appreciation of 
the country's culture and society  
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Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


1  Limited responses when 
answering questions 


 Limited success in establishing a 
meaningful exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts. 


 Limited range of ideas and 
opinions expressed 


1-2  Very basic grasp of grammar, 
sentences often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures used, showing 
lack of idiomatic knowledge. Heavy 
reliance on English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


1-3  Little evidence of relevant knowledge. 
Frequent misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented with no evidence 
to support it 


 No evidence of an understanding or 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society 


0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 2 – DISCUSSION) 
Marks AO1: understand and 


respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  


Marks  AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources  


Marks  AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societies of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


4  All questions are 
answered clearly and 
comprehensively 


 Very good interaction 
and spontaneity. 
Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of 
thoughts, feelings and 
view-points 
expressed 


7-8  Full understanding of 
the stimulus material 
demonstrated by clear 
and relevant 
responses to the 
stimulus and 
subsequent questions 


 


7-8  Very good knowledge of 
grammar with few errors  


 Very good knowledge of 
idiomatic phrases and a 
variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation are 
convincing 


4  Very good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 


 Ideas and points of view well 
supported by evidence 
 


3  Most questions are 
answered clearly and 
some in detail 


 Good interaction, 
some spontaneity in 
initiating discussion 


 A range of thoughts, 
feelings and view-
points expressed 


5-6  Stimulus material 
mostly understood 
demonstrated by 
responses to the 
stimulus and most 
subsequent questions 


5-6  Good knowledge of 
grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic 
structures to support 
views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation 
and pronunciation do not 
impede undersanding 


3  Good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 
with occasional 
inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are 
generally supported by 
evidence 
 


 


  







GCE AS and A LEVEL GERMAN Sample Assessment Materials 25 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Marks AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction 


Marks AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources 


Marks AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure 


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societ of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


2  Some hesitation 
when answering 
questions. Answers 
generally lack depth 


 Attempts made to 
interact but prompting 
required at times 


 Some opinions and 
ideas expressed 


3-4  Stimulus material 
partly understood 
demonstated by partial 
responses to stimulus 
and subsequent 
questions 


 


3-4  Limited grammatical 
knowledge and frequent 
basic errors 


 Idiomatic structures used 
to convey pre-learnt 
material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom 
evident in unprepared 
material 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation sometimes 
impede understanding 


 


2  Superficial knowledge of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented 
out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not 
based on factual evidence 
 


1  Limited responses 
when answering 
questions 


 Limited success in 
establishing a 
meaningful 
exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts 


 Limited range of 
ideas and opinions 


1-2  Very limited 
understanding of the 
stimulus material. 
Responses to the 
stimulus material are 
generally irrelevant 


1-2  Very basic grasp of 
grammar, sentences 
often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures 
used, showing lack of 
idiomatic knowledge. 
Heavy reliance on 
English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


 


1  Little evidence of knowledge 
of question set. Frequent 
misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented 
with no evidence to support 
it 
 


0   Nothing of value. 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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Card B5 – Being a young person in German-speaking society 


Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Alternative Schulen in Deutschland. Der 
Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um 
eine Diskussion einzuleiten. 


Viele Deutsche schicken ihre Kinder zu alternativen Schulen, weil sie mit dem regulären 
Schulsystem unzufrieden sind. Ihrer Meinung nach können Schüler in einer alternativen 
Schule stressfrei lernen, ihre Kreativität entwickeln und ihren speziellen Interessen 
nachgehen. Sie müssen auch nicht dauernd Tests und Klassenarbeiten schreiben. Kritiker 
behaupten aber, dass diese stressfreien Schulen ohne Leistungskontrollen nicht auf das 
Leben vorbereiten. 
 
 
Examiner questions 


1.  Warum sind einige Eltern mit dem regulären, deutschen Schulsystem unzufrieden? 


2.  Wieso denken Kritiker, dass die alternativen Schulen ihre Schüler nicht auf das Leben 
 vorbereiten? 


3.  Wie findest du alternative Schulen wie beispielsweise Waldorfschulen? 
 
 


AO4 The candidate must cover all three prompts. 
 
1. They think that “ordinary schools” create stress, do not promote creativity 


and do not give students a chance to develop their individual interests.  
 


2. You will have to live with stress in everyday life, you will be tested, and it 
is not always possible to develop your special interests. If you are in an 
alternative school you might not be able to relate to “ordinary” people. 


 
3. Candidates give their opinion on alternative schools. 
  
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Candidate: 3
Stimulus Card A6 – Task 1  Filme - Understanding the German-speaking world 


Sub-theme: Literature, art, film and music in the German-
speaking world 


Assessment 
objective 


Maximum 
mark 


Mark 
awarded 


Commentary 


AO1 4 2 Finds it difficult to get started, attempts made to 
interact, but prompting required at times. Some 
opinions and ideas expressed. 


A03 8 4 Frequent basic errors, idiomatic structures used 
to convey pre-learnt material. 


A04 12 7 Good knowledge of German films e.g  mentions 
Kleinohrhasen, but does not know the film, some 
detail on Barfuß, but finds it difficult to talk about 
it in detail. 


TOTAL 24 13 


Click play to hear the recording
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UNIT 1: SPEAKING (48 total marks) 
MARK SCHEME 


 
Principles of Marking 


 
Conduct of the Speaking Assessment  
As the assessor you must familiarise yourself with section 3.2 of the specification.  
 
General Advice for Examiners  
You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information set out in the document 
Instructions for Examiners sent as part of the stationery pack. It is essential for the smooth 
running of the examination that these instructions are adhered to by all. Particular attention 
should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking.  
 


 As an examiner, you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to 
reward rather than penalise.  


 You must make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking the 
stimulus cards and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when 
awarding a mark for each assessment objective.  


 There are two marking grids. The marking grid for Task 1 covers AO1, AO3 and 
AO4. The marking grid for Task 2 is covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. See 
information below regarding advice on awarding marks using banded mark 
schemes.  


 The specified length of the entire speaking assessment is 15 minutes. The candidate 
will spend 5-6 minutes on Task 1 (argument) and 7-9 minutes on the Task 2 
(discussion) with you as the examiner.  


 
Timings for each stimulus card must be adhered to. You are not required to mark any 
speaking evidence which exceeds these timings.  
If a candidate's speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full 
mark range.  
 
Banded mark schemes (Speaking)  
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has relevant descriptors. The 
descriptors for the band provide a description of the performance level for that band.  
This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band 
and see if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response for that section. If the 
descriptors at the lowest band are satisfied, you should move up to the next band and repeat 
this process for each band until the descriptors match the response.  
If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark 
scheme, a ‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance if the 
response is mainly in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the response 
would be placed in band 2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a 
result of the band 3 content. You should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of 
small omissions in minor areas of their response.  
 
  







GCE AS and A LEVEL GERMAN Sample Assessment Materials 21 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide 
standardising material already awarded a mark and this should be used as reference 
material when assessing the response. When marking, you can use these examples to 
decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to 
the example. You are reminded of the need to revisit the standardising material as you apply 
the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to 
the response given.  
 
When you are marking the candidate's responses to the stimulus cards you should consider 
the additional notes given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the 
additional notes are not exhaustive and are for guidance only. All valid responses will be 
given credit.  
 
When marking you should record a mark for each AO.  
 
UNIT 1  
 
Speaking assessment – mark allocation 
 


Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks 


Task 1 
Argument 


4  8 12 24 


Task 2 
Discussion 


4 8 8 4 24 


Total marks 
 


8 8 16 16 48 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 1 – ARGUMENT) 
 


Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


4  All questions are answered clearly 
and comprehensively 


 Very good interaction and 
spontaneity. Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of thoughts, feelings 
and view-points expressed 


7-8  Accurate use of grammar with few 
errors  


 Very good knowledge of idiomatic         
phrases and a variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and pronunciation are 
convincing 


 


10-12  Very good knowledge and understanding 
of the culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 


 Ideas and points of view well supported by 
evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are based on an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
country's culture and society  


3  Most questions are answered 
clearly and some in detail 


 Good interaction, some 
spontaneity in initiating and 
sustaining discussion 


 A range of thoughts, feelings and 
view-points expressed 


5-6  Good use of grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic structures to 
support views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation and 
pronunciation do not impede 
understanding 


7-9  Good knowledge and understanding of the 
culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 
with occasional inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are generally 
supported by evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are generally  
based on an understanding and 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society  


2  Some hesitation when answering 
questions. Answers generally lack 
depth 


 Attempts made to interact but 
prompting required at times 


 Some opinions and ideas 
expressed 


3-4  Limited grammatical knowledge and 
frequent basic errors.Limited 
accuracy.  


 Idiomatic structures used to convey 
pre-learnt material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom evident in 
unprepared material 


 Intonation and pronunciation 
sometimes impede understanding 


4-6  Superficial knowledge of the culture and 
society of Germany and German-speaking 
countries and communities, reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not based on factual 
evidence 


 Limited understanding and appreciation of 
the country's culture and society  
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Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


1  Limited responses when 
answering questions 


 Limited success in establishing a 
meaningful exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts. 


 Limited range of ideas and 
opinions expressed 


1-2  Very basic grasp of grammar, 
sentences often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures used, showing 
lack of idiomatic knowledge. Heavy 
reliance on English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


1-3  Little evidence of relevant knowledge. 
Frequent misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented with no evidence 
to support it 


 No evidence of an understanding or 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society 


0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 2 – DISCUSSION) 
Marks AO1: understand and 


respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  


Marks  AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources  


Marks  AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societies of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


4  All questions are 
answered clearly and 
comprehensively 


 Very good interaction 
and spontaneity. 
Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of 
thoughts, feelings and 
view-points 
expressed 


7-8  Full understanding of 
the stimulus material 
demonstrated by clear 
and relevant 
responses to the 
stimulus and 
subsequent questions 


 


7-8  Very good knowledge of 
grammar with few errors  


 Very good knowledge of 
idiomatic phrases and a 
variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation are 
convincing 


4  Very good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 


 Ideas and points of view well 
supported by evidence 
 


3  Most questions are 
answered clearly and 
some in detail 


 Good interaction, 
some spontaneity in 
initiating discussion 


 A range of thoughts, 
feelings and view-
points expressed 


5-6  Stimulus material 
mostly understood 
demonstrated by 
responses to the 
stimulus and most 
subsequent questions 


5-6  Good knowledge of 
grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic 
structures to support 
views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation 
and pronunciation do not 
impede undersanding 


3  Good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 
with occasional 
inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are 
generally supported by 
evidence 
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Marks AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction 


Marks AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources 


Marks AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure 


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societ of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


2  Some hesitation 
when answering 
questions. Answers 
generally lack depth 


 Attempts made to 
interact but prompting 
required at times 


 Some opinions and 
ideas expressed 


3-4  Stimulus material 
partly understood 
demonstated by partial 
responses to stimulus 
and subsequent 
questions 


 


3-4  Limited grammatical 
knowledge and frequent 
basic errors 


 Idiomatic structures used 
to convey pre-learnt 
material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom 
evident in unprepared 
material 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation sometimes 
impede understanding 


 


2  Superficial knowledge of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented 
out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not 
based on factual evidence 
 


1  Limited responses 
when answering 
questions 


 Limited success in 
establishing a 
meaningful 
exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts 


 Limited range of 
ideas and opinions 


1-2  Very limited 
understanding of the 
stimulus material. 
Responses to the 
stimulus material are 
generally irrelevant 


1-2  Very basic grasp of 
grammar, sentences 
often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures 
used, showing lack of 
idiomatic knowledge. 
Heavy reliance on 
English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


 


1  Little evidence of knowledge 
of question set. Frequent 
misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented 
with no evidence to support 
it 
 


0   Nothing of value. 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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Card A7 – Understanding the German-speaking world  
 
Sub-theme: Literature, art, film and music in the German-speaking world 


Hier unten siehst du zwei Meinungen über das Lesen in Deutschland.  Wähle eine 
Meinung, die du in einer Diskussion mit dem Prüfer/der Prüferin rechtfertigen musst. 
Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die gegenteilige Meinung vertreten und seine/ihre 
Argumente in der Diskussion verteidigen.  
 
Meinung A  
 


 In deutschsprachigen Ländern gibt es nicht mehr viel Interesse an Literatur. 
 
Meinung B  
 


 In deutschsprachigen Ländern gibt es noch viel Interesse an Literatur 
 
 
AO4  In response to the task on the stimulus card the candidate may present 


and discuss the following: 
 
Opinion A  


 Germans/Swiss/Austrians concentrate on film, TV, new media 
instead 


 Not enough is done to encourage German speaking authors to 
publish new titles 


 People do not find the time to read 
 
Opinion B  


 Every year there are special literary events e.g “Frankfurter 
Buchmesse”, awarding of “deutscher Buchpreis” 


 German speaking people learn to love German literature in 
literature lessons at school 


 Every year a number of new German titles is published which are 
read by an increasing number of readers 


 
The examiner will take the opposing opinion to that chosen by the 
candidate and develop a discussion during the conversation in order to 
cover the opinions above. 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate.  
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UNIT 1: SPEAKING (48 total marks) 
MARK SCHEME 


 
Principles of Marking 


 
Conduct of the Speaking Assessment  
As the assessor you must familiarise yourself with section 3.2 of the specification.  
 
General Advice for Examiners  
You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information set out in the document 
Instructions for Examiners sent as part of the stationery pack. It is essential for the smooth 
running of the examination that these instructions are adhered to by all. Particular attention 
should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking.  
 


 As an examiner, you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to 
reward rather than penalise.  


 You must make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking the 
stimulus cards and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when 
awarding a mark for each assessment objective.  


 There are two marking grids. The marking grid for Task 1 covers AO1, AO3 and 
AO4. The marking grid for Task 2 is covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. See 
information below regarding advice on awarding marks using banded mark 
schemes.  


 The specified length of the entire speaking assessment is 15 minutes. The candidate 
will spend 5-6 minutes on Task 1 (argument) and 7-9 minutes on the Task 2 
(discussion) with you as the examiner.  


 
Timings for each stimulus card must be adhered to. You are not required to mark any 
speaking evidence which exceeds these timings.  
If a candidate's speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full 
mark range.  
 
Banded mark schemes (Speaking)  
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has relevant descriptors. The 
descriptors for the band provide a description of the performance level for that band.  
This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band 
and see if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response for that section. If the 
descriptors at the lowest band are satisfied, you should move up to the next band and repeat 
this process for each band until the descriptors match the response.  
If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark 
scheme, a ‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance if the 
response is mainly in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the response 
would be placed in band 2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a 
result of the band 3 content. You should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of 
small omissions in minor areas of their response.  
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide 
standardising material already awarded a mark and this should be used as reference 
material when assessing the response. When marking, you can use these examples to 
decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to 
the example. You are reminded of the need to revisit the standardising material as you apply 
the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to 
the response given.  
 
When you are marking the candidate's responses to the stimulus cards you should consider 
the additional notes given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the 
additional notes are not exhaustive and are for guidance only. All valid responses will be 
given credit.  
 
When marking you should record a mark for each AO.  
 
UNIT 1  
 
Speaking assessment – mark allocation 
 


Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks 


Task 1 
Argument 


4  8 12 24 


Task 2 
Discussion 


4 8 8 4 24 


Total marks 
 


8 8 16 16 48 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 1 – ARGUMENT) 
 


Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


4  All questions are answered clearly 
and comprehensively 


 Very good interaction and 
spontaneity. Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of thoughts, feelings 
and view-points expressed 


7-8  Accurate use of grammar with few 
errors  


 Very good knowledge of idiomatic         
phrases and a variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and pronunciation are 
convincing 


 


10-12  Very good knowledge and understanding 
of the culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 


 Ideas and points of view well supported by 
evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are based on an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
country's culture and society  


3  Most questions are answered 
clearly and some in detail 


 Good interaction, some 
spontaneity in initiating and 
sustaining discussion 


 A range of thoughts, feelings and 
view-points expressed 


5-6  Good use of grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic structures to 
support views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation and 
pronunciation do not impede 
understanding 


7-9  Good knowledge and understanding of the 
culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 
with occasional inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are generally 
supported by evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are generally  
based on an understanding and 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society  


2  Some hesitation when answering 
questions. Answers generally lack 
depth 


 Attempts made to interact but 
prompting required at times 


 Some opinions and ideas 
expressed 


3-4  Limited grammatical knowledge and 
frequent basic errors.Limited 
accuracy.  


 Idiomatic structures used to convey 
pre-learnt material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom evident in 
unprepared material 


 Intonation and pronunciation 
sometimes impede understanding 


4-6  Superficial knowledge of the culture and 
society of Germany and German-speaking 
countries and communities, reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not based on factual 
evidence 


 Limited understanding and appreciation of 
the country's culture and society  
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Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


1  Limited responses when 
answering questions 


 Limited success in establishing a 
meaningful exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts. 


 Limited range of ideas and 
opinions expressed 


1-2  Very basic grasp of grammar, 
sentences often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures used, showing 
lack of idiomatic knowledge. Heavy 
reliance on English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


1-3  Little evidence of relevant knowledge. 
Frequent misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented with no evidence 
to support it 


 No evidence of an understanding or 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society 


0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 2 – DISCUSSION) 
Marks AO1: understand and 


respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  


Marks  AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources  


Marks  AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societies of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


4  All questions are 
answered clearly and 
comprehensively 


 Very good interaction 
and spontaneity. 
Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of 
thoughts, feelings and 
view-points 
expressed 


7-8  Full understanding of 
the stimulus material 
demonstrated by clear 
and relevant 
responses to the 
stimulus and 
subsequent questions 


 


7-8  Very good knowledge of 
grammar with few errors  


 Very good knowledge of 
idiomatic phrases and a 
variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation are 
convincing 


4  Very good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 


 Ideas and points of view well 
supported by evidence 
 


3  Most questions are 
answered clearly and 
some in detail 


 Good interaction, 
some spontaneity in 
initiating discussion 


 A range of thoughts, 
feelings and view-
points expressed 


5-6  Stimulus material 
mostly understood 
demonstrated by 
responses to the 
stimulus and most 
subsequent questions 


5-6  Good knowledge of 
grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic 
structures to support 
views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation 
and pronunciation do not 
impede undersanding 


3  Good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 
with occasional 
inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are 
generally supported by 
evidence 
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Marks AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction 


Marks AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources 


Marks AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure 


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societ of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


2  Some hesitation 
when answering 
questions. Answers 
generally lack depth 


 Attempts made to 
interact but prompting 
required at times 


 Some opinions and 
ideas expressed 


3-4  Stimulus material 
partly understood 
demonstated by partial 
responses to stimulus 
and subsequent 
questions 


 


3-4  Limited grammatical 
knowledge and frequent 
basic errors 


 Idiomatic structures used 
to convey pre-learnt 
material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom 
evident in unprepared 
material 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation sometimes 
impede understanding 


 


2  Superficial knowledge of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented 
out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not 
based on factual evidence 
 


1  Limited responses 
when answering 
questions 


 Limited success in 
establishing a 
meaningful 
exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts 


 Limited range of 
ideas and opinions 


1-2  Very limited 
understanding of the 
stimulus material. 
Responses to the 
stimulus material are 
generally irrelevant 


1-2  Very basic grasp of 
grammar, sentences 
often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures 
used, showing lack of 
idiomatic knowledge. 
Heavy reliance on 
English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


 


1  Little evidence of knowledge 
of question set. Frequent 
misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented 
with no evidence to support 
it 
 


0   Nothing of value. 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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GCE AS GERMAN - UNIT 1 (NEW) 
 


SUMMER 2017 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


Card A1 – Understanding the German-speaking world  
 
Sub-theme: Regional culture and heritage in Germany, German-speaking countries and 
communities 
 
Hier unten siehst du zwei Meinungen über Karneval in deutschsprachigen Ländern.  
Wähle eine Meinung, die du in einer Diskussion mit dem Prüfer/der Prüferin 
rechtfertigen musst. Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die gegenteilige Meinung vertreten 
und seine/ihre Argumente in der Diskussion verteidigen. 
 
Meinung A  
 


 Die meisten Deutschen/Österreicher/Schweizer haben Spaß an Karnevalstraditionen 
und Karnevalsfeiern. 


 
Meinung B  
 


 Viele Deutsche/Österreicher/Schweizer finden Karnevalstraditionen und 
Karnevalsfeiern problematisch. 


 
AO4  In response to the task on the stimulus card the candidate may present and 


discuss the following: 
 
Opinion A  


 People of all ages enjoy dressing up for “Karneval”and adopting a new 
identity for a short while 


 They look forward to going to Karneval parades and various parties 
 They enjoy food, drink and having fun before the period of lent 


 
Opinion  B  


 Lots of people do not like the overcrowding at the parades and in pubs 
 During the “Karneval” season people often drink too much and cause 


trouble 
 Some people do not observe lent and they therefore see no need to 


indulge during the Karneval season 
 
The examiner will take the opposing opinion to that chosen by the candidate 
and develop a discussion during the conversation in order to cover the 
opinions above. 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward will 
be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate.  
 


  












2 








2 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


2 








(2820U10-1A1)


2


Card A1 – Understanding the German-speaking world


Sub-theme: Regional culture and heritage in Germany, German-speaking countries and communities


Hier unten siehst du zwei Meinungen über Karneval in deutschsprachigen Ländern. Wähle 
eine Meinung, die du in einer Diskussion mit dem Prüfer/der Prüferin rechtfertigen musst. 
Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die gegenteilige Meinung vertreten und seine/ihre Argumente in 
der Diskussion verteidigen.


Meinung A 


 • Die meisten Deutschen/Österreicher/Schweizer haben Spaß an Karnevalstraditionen und 
Karnevalsfeiern.


Meinung B 


 • Viele Deutsche/Österreicher/Schweizer finden Karnevalstraditionen und Karnevalsfeiern 
problematisch.


END OF TEST
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UNIT 1: SPEAKING (48 total marks) 
MARK SCHEME 


 
Principles of Marking 


 
Conduct of the Speaking Assessment  
As the assessor you must familiarise yourself with section 3.2 of the specification.  
 
General Advice for Examiners  
You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information set out in the document 
Instructions for Examiners sent as part of the stationery pack. It is essential for the smooth 
running of the examination that these instructions are adhered to by all. Particular attention 
should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking.  
 


 As an examiner, you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to 
reward rather than penalise.  


 You must make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking the 
stimulus cards and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when 
awarding a mark for each assessment objective.  


 There are two marking grids. The marking grid for Task 1 covers AO1, AO3 and 
AO4. The marking grid for Task 2 is covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. See 
information below regarding advice on awarding marks using banded mark 
schemes.  


 The specified length of the entire speaking assessment is 15 minutes. The candidate 
will spend 5-6 minutes on Task 1 (argument) and 7-9 minutes on the Task 2 
(discussion) with you as the examiner.  


 
Timings for each stimulus card must be adhered to. You are not required to mark any 
speaking evidence which exceeds these timings.  
If a candidate's speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full 
mark range.  
 
Banded mark schemes (Speaking)  
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has relevant descriptors. The 
descriptors for the band provide a description of the performance level for that band.  
This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band 
and see if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response for that section. If the 
descriptors at the lowest band are satisfied, you should move up to the next band and repeat 
this process for each band until the descriptors match the response.  
If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark 
scheme, a ‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance if the 
response is mainly in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the response 
would be placed in band 2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a 
result of the band 3 content. You should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of 
small omissions in minor areas of their response.  
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide 
standardising material already awarded a mark and this should be used as reference 
material when assessing the response. When marking, you can use these examples to 
decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to 
the example. You are reminded of the need to revisit the standardising material as you apply 
the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to 
the response given.  
 
When you are marking the candidate's responses to the stimulus cards you should consider 
the additional notes given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the 
additional notes are not exhaustive and are for guidance only. All valid responses will be 
given credit.  
 
When marking you should record a mark for each AO.  
 
UNIT 1  
 
Speaking assessment – mark allocation 
 


Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks 


Task 1 
Argument 


4  8 12 24 


Task 2 
Discussion 


4 8 8 4 24 


Total marks 
 


8 8 16 16 48 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 1 – ARGUMENT) 
 


Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


4  All questions are answered clearly 
and comprehensively 


 Very good interaction and 
spontaneity. Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of thoughts, feelings 
and view-points expressed 


7-8  Accurate use of grammar with few 
errors  


 Very good knowledge of idiomatic         
phrases and a variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and pronunciation are 
convincing 


 


10-12  Very good knowledge and understanding 
of the culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 


 Ideas and points of view well supported by 
evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are based on an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
country's culture and society  


3  Most questions are answered 
clearly and some in detail 


 Good interaction, some 
spontaneity in initiating and 
sustaining discussion 


 A range of thoughts, feelings and 
view-points expressed 


5-6  Good use of grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic structures to 
support views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation and 
pronunciation do not impede 
understanding 


7-9  Good knowledge and understanding of the 
culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 
with occasional inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are generally 
supported by evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are generally  
based on an understanding and 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society  


2  Some hesitation when answering 
questions. Answers generally lack 
depth 


 Attempts made to interact but 
prompting required at times 


 Some opinions and ideas 
expressed 


3-4  Limited grammatical knowledge and 
frequent basic errors.Limited 
accuracy.  


 Idiomatic structures used to convey 
pre-learnt material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom evident in 
unprepared material 


 Intonation and pronunciation 
sometimes impede understanding 


4-6  Superficial knowledge of the culture and 
society of Germany and German-speaking 
countries and communities, reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not based on factual 
evidence 


 Limited understanding and appreciation of 
the country's culture and society  
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Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


1  Limited responses when 
answering questions 


 Limited success in establishing a 
meaningful exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts. 


 Limited range of ideas and 
opinions expressed 


1-2  Very basic grasp of grammar, 
sentences often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures used, showing 
lack of idiomatic knowledge. Heavy 
reliance on English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


1-3  Little evidence of relevant knowledge. 
Frequent misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented with no evidence 
to support it 


 No evidence of an understanding or 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society 


0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 2 – DISCUSSION) 
Marks AO1: understand and 


respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  


Marks  AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources  


Marks  AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societies of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


4  All questions are 
answered clearly and 
comprehensively 


 Very good interaction 
and spontaneity. 
Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of 
thoughts, feelings and 
view-points 
expressed 


7-8  Full understanding of 
the stimulus material 
demonstrated by clear 
and relevant 
responses to the 
stimulus and 
subsequent questions 


 


7-8  Very good knowledge of 
grammar with few errors  


 Very good knowledge of 
idiomatic phrases and a 
variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation are 
convincing 


4  Very good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 


 Ideas and points of view well 
supported by evidence 
 


3  Most questions are 
answered clearly and 
some in detail 


 Good interaction, 
some spontaneity in 
initiating discussion 


 A range of thoughts, 
feelings and view-
points expressed 


5-6  Stimulus material 
mostly understood 
demonstrated by 
responses to the 
stimulus and most 
subsequent questions 


5-6  Good knowledge of 
grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic 
structures to support 
views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation 
and pronunciation do not 
impede undersanding 


3  Good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 
with occasional 
inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are 
generally supported by 
evidence 
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Marks AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction 


Marks AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources 


Marks AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure 


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societ of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


2  Some hesitation 
when answering 
questions. Answers 
generally lack depth 


 Attempts made to 
interact but prompting 
required at times 


 Some opinions and 
ideas expressed 


3-4  Stimulus material 
partly understood 
demonstated by partial 
responses to stimulus 
and subsequent 
questions 


 


3-4  Limited grammatical 
knowledge and frequent 
basic errors 


 Idiomatic structures used 
to convey pre-learnt 
material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom 
evident in unprepared 
material 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation sometimes 
impede understanding 


 


2  Superficial knowledge of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented 
out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not 
based on factual evidence 
 


1  Limited responses 
when answering 
questions 


 Limited success in 
establishing a 
meaningful 
exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts 


 Limited range of 
ideas and opinions 


1-2  Very limited 
understanding of the 
stimulus material. 
Responses to the 
stimulus material are 
generally irrelevant 


1-2  Very basic grasp of 
grammar, sentences 
often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures 
used, showing lack of 
idiomatic knowledge. 
Heavy reliance on 
English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


 


1  Little evidence of knowledge 
of question set. Frequent 
misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented 
with no evidence to support 
it 
 


0   Nothing of value. 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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Card B6 – Being a young person in German-speaking society 


Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Nachmittagsunterricht in Deutschland. Der 
Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um 
eine Diskussion einzuleiten. 


In vielen Bundesländern gehen Schüler nur noch 8 und nicht 9 Jahre zum Gymnasium, 
deshalb gibt es dort jetzt auch Nachmittagsunterricht. Das führt zu Problemen: Viele 
Schulen haben keine Kantine. Die Schüler fühlen sich auch gestresst, weil sie weniger 
Freizeit haben. Sie finden es schwer, ihren Interessen nachzugehen, in einem Verein Sport 
zu treiben oder sich mit ihren Freunden zu treffen.  
 
 
Examiner questions 
 
1.  Warum kann Nachmittagsunterricht schlecht für die Gesundheit der Schüler sein? 
 
2.  Welche anderen Probleme gibt es mit dem Nachmittagsunterricht? 
 
3.  Sollte man deiner Meinung nach nur Vormittagsunterricht haben? 
 
 


AO4 Candidates must cover all three prompts. 
 
1. If there is no canteen, the students might not eat properly. If they feel 
 stressed that might have a negative influence on their health as well. Not 
 having enough free time might have an influence on the students’ 
 creativity and their mental health. 


 
2. They might not be able to develop their interests or look after their 
 friendships. Lessons in the morning are far more effective than in the 
 afternoon. 
 
3. Candidates give their opinion on morning lessons. 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward 
will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Candidate: 5
Stimulus Card B6 – Task 2  Nachmittagsunterricht - Being a young person in German-


speaking society 


Assessment 
objective 


Maximum 
mark 


Mark 
awarded 


Commentary 


AO1 4 3 Good interaction, some spontaneity in initiating 
and sustaining discussion. A range of thoughts 
expressed. 


AO2 8 7 Almost full understanding of stimulus material. 
Clear and relevant responses to the stimulus and 
questions 


A03 8 6 Good knowledge of grammar, some errors occur, 
good range of structures, some mistakes in 
pronunciation. 


A04 4 4 Very good knowledge of German schools and 
effect on students. 


TOTAL 24 20 


Click play to hear the recording
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Card B5 – Being a young person in German-speaking society


Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Alternative Schulen in Deutschland. Der Prüfer/die 
Prüferin wird die drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um eine Diskussion 
einzuleiten.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Examiner questions


1. Warum sind einige Eltern mit dem regulären, deutschen Schulsystem unzufrieden?


2. Wieso denken Kritiker, dass die alternativen Schulen ihre Schüler nicht auf das Leben 
vorbereiten?


3. Wie findest du alternative Schulen wie beispielsweise Waldorfschulen?


END OF TEST


Viele Deutsche schicken ihre Kinder zu alternativen Schulen, weil sie mit dem regulären 
Schulsystem unzufrieden sind. Ihrer Meinung nach können Schüler in einer alternativen Schule 
stressfrei lernen, ihre Kreativität entwickeln und ihren speziellen Interessen nachgehen. Sie 
müssen auch nicht dauernd Tests und Klassenarbeiten schreiben. Kritiker behaupten aber, dass 
diese stressfreien Schulen ohne Leistungskontrollen nicht auf das Leben vorbereiten.
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Card B2 – Being a young person in German-speaking society


Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Patchworkfamilien. Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die 
drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um eine Diskussion einzuleiten.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Die “normale” Kleinfamilie ist heute nicht mehr die Norm. Etwa 7-13 Prozent deutscher Familien 
leben heute als Patchworkfamilie zusammen. Sie entsteht, wenn Eltern neue Beziehungen 
eingehen und Kinder aus verschiedenen Familien zusammentreffen. Kinder vermissen oft ihre 
alte Familie oder finden ihre Eltern unfair. Neue „Geschwister“ sehen sich oft als Konkurrenten, 
und Einzelkinder finden es schwer, nicht mehr im Mittelpunkt zu stehen.


Examiner questions


1. Was ist eine Patchworkfamilie?


2. Wie denken Kinder in so einer Familie über ihre „Eltern“ und „Geschwister“?


3. Was ist deine Meinung zu dieser Familienform?


END OF TEST












Candidate: 4
Stimulus Card B5 – Task 2  Alternative Schulen - Being a young person in German-


speaking society 


Assessment 
objective 


Maximum 
mark 


Mark 
awarded 


Commentary 


AO1 4 2 Some hesitations when answering questions, 
some ideas expressed 


AO2 8 6 Stimulus material mostly understood, most 
subsequent questions answered. 


A03 8 4 Frequent basic errors, some lack of vocab e.g 
sitzenbleiben, eine Prüfung bestehen 


A04 4 3 Good knowledge of German school system 
TOTAL 24 15 


Click play to hear the recording
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Card B6 – Being a young person in German-speaking society


Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Nachmittagsunterricht in Deutschland. Der Prüfer/
die Prüferin wird die drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um eine Diskussion 
einzuleiten.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Examiner questions


1. Warum kann Nachmittagsunterricht schlecht für die Gesundheit der Schüler sein?


2. Welche anderen Probleme gibt es mit dem Nachmittagsunterricht?


3. Sollte man deiner Meinung nach nur Vormittagsunterricht haben?


END OF TEST


In vielen Bundesländern gehen Schüler nur noch 8 und nicht 9 Jahre zum Gymnasium, deshalb 
gibt es dort jetzt auch Nachmittagsunterricht. Das führt zu Problemen: Viele Schulen haben 
keine Kantine. Die Schüler fühlen sich auch gestresst, weil sie weniger Freizeit haben. Sie finden 
es schwer, ihren Interessen nachzugehen, in einem Verein Sport zu treiben oder sich mit ihren 
Freunden zu treffen.
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Candidate: 6
Stimulus Card B2 – Task 2  Patchworkfamilien - Being a young person in German-


speaking society 


Assessment 
objective 


Maximum 
mark 


Mark 
awarded 


Commentary 


AO1 4 4 Very good interaction and spontaneity in 
initiating and sustaining discussion. A wide range 
of thoughts expressed. 


AO2 8 7 Almost full understanding of stimulus material. 
Clear and relevant responses to the stimulus and 
questions 


A03 8 7 Very good knowledge of grammar, few errors, 
very good range of structures, influence of Polish 
mother tongue. 


A04 4 4 Very good knowledge of German family 
structures. 


TOTAL 24 22 


Click play to hear the recording
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Candidate: 2
Stimulus Card A1 – Task 1  Karneval - Understanding the German-speaking world 


Sub-theme: Regional culture and heritage in Germany, 
German-speaking countries and communities 


Assessment 
objective 


Maximum 
mark 


Mark 
awarded 


Commentary 


AO1 4 4 Easily initiates and sustains discussion, reacts 
promptly to unusual arguments, all arguments 
reacted to. 


A03 8 6 Good use of grammar with some errors 
A04 12 9 Good knowledge of German culture e.g Schlips 


abschneiden, Berliner essen, economic 
advantage of carnival,  ideas are generally 
supported by evidence, could have given some 
further examples or detail. 


TOTAL 24 19 


Click play to hear the recording
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Candidate: 1
Stimulus Card A7 – Task 1  Lesen - Understanding the German-speaking world 


Sub-theme: Literature, art, film and music in the German-
speaking world 


Assessment 
objective 


Maximum 
mark 


Mark 
awarded 


Commentary 


AO1 4 4 Easily initiates and sustains discussion, reacts 
promptly to unusual arguments, all arguments 
reacted to. 


A03 8 7 Accurate use of grammar with few errors, good 
use of argument specific vocab: ich stimme nicht 
zu, da hast du schon recht aber…., das ist richtig, 
leider kann das richtig sein, ich würde sagen... 


A04 12 11 Very good knowledge of German culture e.g 
Goethe, Kafkas Verwandlung, statistical info,  
popularity of German literature on ebooks. 


TOTAL 24 22 


Click play to hear the recording
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Card A7 – Understanding the German-speaking world


Sub-theme: Literature, art, film and music in the German-speaking world


Hier unten siehst du zwei Meinungen über das Lesen in deutschsprachigen Ländern.  Wähle 
eine Meinung, die du in einer Diskussion mit dem Prüfer/der Prüferin rechtfertigen musst. 
Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die gegenteilige Meinung vertreten und seine/ihre Argumente in 
der Diskussion verteidigen. 


Meinung A 


 • In deutschsprachigen Ländern gibt es nicht mehr viel Interesse an Literatur.


Meinung B 


 • In deutschsprachigen Ländern gibt es noch viel Interesse an Literatur.


END OF TEST


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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UNIT 1: SPEAKING (48 total marks) 
MARK SCHEME 


 
Principles of Marking 


 
Conduct of the Speaking Assessment  
As the assessor you must familiarise yourself with section 3.2 of the specification.  
 
General Advice for Examiners  
You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information set out in the document 
Instructions for Examiners sent as part of the stationery pack. It is essential for the smooth 
running of the examination that these instructions are adhered to by all. Particular attention 
should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking.  
 


 As an examiner, you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to 
reward rather than penalise.  


 You must make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking the 
stimulus cards and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when 
awarding a mark for each assessment objective.  


 There are two marking grids. The marking grid for Task 1 covers AO1, AO3 and 
AO4. The marking grid for Task 2 is covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. See 
information below regarding advice on awarding marks using banded mark 
schemes.  


 The specified length of the entire speaking assessment is 15 minutes. The candidate 
will spend 5-6 minutes on Task 1 (argument) and 7-9 minutes on the Task 2 
(discussion) with you as the examiner.  


 
Timings for each stimulus card must be adhered to. You are not required to mark any 
speaking evidence which exceeds these timings.  
If a candidate's speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full 
mark range.  
 
Banded mark schemes (Speaking)  
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has relevant descriptors. The 
descriptors for the band provide a description of the performance level for that band.  
This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band 
and see if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response for that section. If the 
descriptors at the lowest band are satisfied, you should move up to the next band and repeat 
this process for each band until the descriptors match the response.  
If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark 
scheme, a ‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance if the 
response is mainly in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the response 
would be placed in band 2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a 
result of the band 3 content. You should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of 
small omissions in minor areas of their response.  
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide 
standardising material already awarded a mark and this should be used as reference 
material when assessing the response. When marking, you can use these examples to 
decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to 
the example. You are reminded of the need to revisit the standardising material as you apply 
the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to 
the response given.  
 
When you are marking the candidate's responses to the stimulus cards you should consider 
the additional notes given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the 
additional notes are not exhaustive and are for guidance only. All valid responses will be 
given credit.  
 
When marking you should record a mark for each AO.  
 
UNIT 1  
 
Speaking assessment – mark allocation 
 


Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks 


Task 1 
Argument 


4  8 12 24 


Task 2 
Discussion 


4 8 8 4 24 


Total marks 
 


8 8 16 16 48 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 1 – ARGUMENT) 
 


Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


4  All questions are answered clearly 
and comprehensively 


 Very good interaction and 
spontaneity. Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of thoughts, feelings 
and view-points expressed 


7-8  Accurate use of grammar with few 
errors  


 Very good knowledge of idiomatic         
phrases and a variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and pronunciation are 
convincing 


 


10-12  Very good knowledge and understanding 
of the culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 


 Ideas and points of view well supported by 
evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are based on an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
country's culture and society  


3  Most questions are answered 
clearly and some in detail 


 Good interaction, some 
spontaneity in initiating and 
sustaining discussion 


 A range of thoughts, feelings and 
view-points expressed 


5-6  Good use of grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic structures to 
support views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation and 
pronunciation do not impede 
understanding 


7-9  Good knowledge and understanding of the 
culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 
with occasional inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are generally 
supported by evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are generally  
based on an understanding and 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society  


2  Some hesitation when answering 
questions. Answers generally lack 
depth 


 Attempts made to interact but 
prompting required at times 


 Some opinions and ideas 
expressed 


3-4  Limited grammatical knowledge and 
frequent basic errors.Limited 
accuracy.  


 Idiomatic structures used to convey 
pre-learnt material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom evident in 
unprepared material 


 Intonation and pronunciation 
sometimes impede understanding 


4-6  Superficial knowledge of the culture and 
society of Germany and German-speaking 
countries and communities, reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not based on factual 
evidence 


 Limited understanding and appreciation of 
the country's culture and society  
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Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


1  Limited responses when 
answering questions 


 Limited success in establishing a 
meaningful exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts. 


 Limited range of ideas and 
opinions expressed 


1-2  Very basic grasp of grammar, 
sentences often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures used, showing 
lack of idiomatic knowledge. Heavy 
reliance on English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


1-3  Little evidence of relevant knowledge. 
Frequent misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented with no evidence 
to support it 


 No evidence of an understanding or 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society 


0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 2 – DISCUSSION) 
Marks AO1: understand and 


respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  


Marks  AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources  


Marks  AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societies of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


4  All questions are 
answered clearly and 
comprehensively 


 Very good interaction 
and spontaneity. 
Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of 
thoughts, feelings and 
view-points 
expressed 


7-8  Full understanding of 
the stimulus material 
demonstrated by clear 
and relevant 
responses to the 
stimulus and 
subsequent questions 


 


7-8  Very good knowledge of 
grammar with few errors  


 Very good knowledge of 
idiomatic phrases and a 
variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation are 
convincing 


4  Very good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 


 Ideas and points of view well 
supported by evidence 
 


3  Most questions are 
answered clearly and 
some in detail 


 Good interaction, 
some spontaneity in 
initiating discussion 


 A range of thoughts, 
feelings and view-
points expressed 


5-6  Stimulus material 
mostly understood 
demonstrated by 
responses to the 
stimulus and most 
subsequent questions 


5-6  Good knowledge of 
grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic 
structures to support 
views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation 
and pronunciation do not 
impede undersanding 


3  Good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 
with occasional 
inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are 
generally supported by 
evidence 
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Marks AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction 


Marks AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources 


Marks AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure 


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societ of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


2  Some hesitation 
when answering 
questions. Answers 
generally lack depth 


 Attempts made to 
interact but prompting 
required at times 


 Some opinions and 
ideas expressed 


3-4  Stimulus material 
partly understood 
demonstated by partial 
responses to stimulus 
and subsequent 
questions 


 


3-4  Limited grammatical 
knowledge and frequent 
basic errors 


 Idiomatic structures used 
to convey pre-learnt 
material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom 
evident in unprepared 
material 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation sometimes 
impede understanding 


 


2  Superficial knowledge of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented 
out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not 
based on factual evidence 
 


1  Limited responses 
when answering 
questions 


 Limited success in 
establishing a 
meaningful 
exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts 


 Limited range of 
ideas and opinions 


1-2  Very limited 
understanding of the 
stimulus material. 
Responses to the 
stimulus material are 
generally irrelevant 


1-2  Very basic grasp of 
grammar, sentences 
often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures 
used, showing lack of 
idiomatic knowledge. 
Heavy reliance on 
English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


 


1  Little evidence of knowledge 
of question set. Frequent 
misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented 
with no evidence to support 
it 
 


0   Nothing of value. 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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Card B2 – Being a young person in German-speaking society 


Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Patchworkfamilien. Der Prüfer/die Prüferin 
wird die drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um eine Diskussion 
einzuleiten. 


Die "normale" Kleinfamilie ist heute nicht mehr die Norm. Etwa 7-13 Prozent deutscher 
Familien leben heute als Patchworkfamilie zusammen. Sie entsteht, wenn Eltern neue 
Beziehungen eingehen und Kinder aus verschiedenen Familien zusammentreffen. Kinder 
vermissen oft ihre alte Familie oder finden ihre Eltern unfair. Neue „Geschwister“ sehen sich 
oft als Konkurrenten, und Einzelkinder finden es schwer, nicht mehr im Mittelpunkt zu 
stehen. 
 
 
Examiner Questions 


1.  Was ist eine Patchworkfamilie? 


2.  Wie denken Kinder in so einer Familie über ihre „Eltern“ und „Geschwister“? 


3.  Was ist deine Meinung zu dieser Familienform? 
 
 
AO4 The candidate must cover all three prompts. 


 
1. A Patchwork family comes into being when parents separate and enter into 
 a new relationship. Both partners may bring children from previous 
 relationships into this newly formed family unit.  
 
2. Children might find it difficult to cope with the separation of their parents. 
 They will have to compete for the love of their parent and some children 
 might not be the centre of their parent’s attention any more.  
 
3. Candidates will give their opinion on patchwork families. 


 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward will be 
given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Card A6 – Understanding the German-speaking world


Sub-theme: Literature, art, film and music in the German-speaking world


Hier unten siehst du zwei Meinungen über Filme in Deutschland/Österreich und der Schweiz.  
Wähle eine Meinung, die du in einer Diskussion mit dem Prüfer/der Prüferin rechtfertigen 
musst. Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die gegenteilige Meinung vertreten und seine/ihre 
Argumente in der Diskussion verteidigen.


Meinung A 


 • Die internationale Filmindustrie ist sehr wichtig in Deutschland/Österreich und der Schweiz.


Meinung B 


 • Die deutschsprachige Filmindustrie spielt eine große Rolle in Deutschland/Österreich und 
der Schweiz.


END OF TEST


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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UNIT 1: SPEAKING (48 total marks) 
MARK SCHEME 


 
Principles of Marking 


 
Conduct of the Speaking Assessment  
As the assessor you must familiarise yourself with section 3.2 of the specification.  
 
General Advice for Examiners  
You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information set out in the document 
Instructions for Examiners sent as part of the stationery pack. It is essential for the smooth 
running of the examination that these instructions are adhered to by all. Particular attention 
should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking.  
 


 As an examiner, you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to 
reward rather than penalise.  


 You must make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking the 
stimulus cards and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when 
awarding a mark for each assessment objective.  


 There are two marking grids. The marking grid for Task 1 covers AO1, AO3 and 
AO4. The marking grid for Task 2 is covers AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. See 
information below regarding advice on awarding marks using banded mark 
schemes.  


 The specified length of the entire speaking assessment is 15 minutes. The candidate 
will spend 5-6 minutes on Task 1 (argument) and 7-9 minutes on the Task 2 
(discussion) with you as the examiner.  


 
Timings for each stimulus card must be adhered to. You are not required to mark any 
speaking evidence which exceeds these timings.  
If a candidate's speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full 
mark range.  
 
Banded mark schemes (Speaking)  
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has relevant descriptors. The 
descriptors for the band provide a description of the performance level for that band.  
This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band 
and see if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response for that section. If the 
descriptors at the lowest band are satisfied, you should move up to the next band and repeat 
this process for each band until the descriptors match the response.  
If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark 
scheme, a ‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance if the 
response is mainly in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the response 
would be placed in band 2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a 
result of the band 3 content. You should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of 
small omissions in minor areas of their response.  
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark. WJEC will provide 
standardising material already awarded a mark and this should be used as reference 
material when assessing the response. When marking, you can use these examples to 
decide whether a candidate’s response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to 
the example. You are reminded of the need to revisit the standardising material as you apply 
the mark scheme in order to confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to 
the response given.  
 
When you are marking the candidate's responses to the stimulus cards you should consider 
the additional notes given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the 
additional notes are not exhaustive and are for guidance only. All valid responses will be 
given credit.  
 
When marking you should record a mark for each AO.  
 
UNIT 1  
 
Speaking assessment – mark allocation 
 


Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks 


Task 1 
Argument 


4  8 12 24 


Task 2 
Discussion 


4 8 8 4 24 


Total marks 
 


8 8 16 16 48 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 1 – ARGUMENT) 
 


Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


4  All questions are answered clearly 
and comprehensively 


 Very good interaction and 
spontaneity. Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of thoughts, feelings 
and view-points expressed 


7-8  Accurate use of grammar with few 
errors  


 Very good knowledge of idiomatic         
phrases and a variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and pronunciation are 
convincing 


 


10-12  Very good knowledge and understanding 
of the culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 


 Ideas and points of view well supported by 
evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are based on an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
country's culture and society  


3  Most questions are answered 
clearly and some in detail 


 Good interaction, some 
spontaneity in initiating and 
sustaining discussion 


 A range of thoughts, feelings and 
view-points expressed 


5-6  Good use of grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic structures to 
support views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation and 
pronunciation do not impede 
understanding 


7-9  Good knowledge and understanding of the 
culture and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries and 
communities 
with occasional inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are generally 
supported by evidence 


 Conclusions drawn are generally  
based on an understanding and 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society  


2  Some hesitation when answering 
questions. Answers generally lack 
depth 


 Attempts made to interact but 
prompting required at times 


 Some opinions and ideas 
expressed 


3-4  Limited grammatical knowledge and 
frequent basic errors.Limited 
accuracy.  


 Idiomatic structures used to convey 
pre-learnt material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom evident in 
unprepared material 


 Intonation and pronunciation 
sometimes impede understanding 


4-6  Superficial knowledge of the culture and 
society of Germany and German-speaking 
countries and communities, reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not based on factual 
evidence 


 Limited understanding and appreciation of 
the country's culture and society  
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Marks AO1: understand and respond in 
speech to spoken language 
including face-to-face interaction 


Marks AO3: manipulate the language 
accurately, in spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and understanding 
of different aspects of the culture and 
society of countries / communities where 
the language is spoken  


1  Limited responses when 
answering questions 


 Limited success in establishing a 
meaningful exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts. 


 Limited range of ideas and 
opinions expressed 


1-2  Very basic grasp of grammar, 
sentences often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures used, showing 
lack of idiomatic knowledge. Heavy 
reliance on English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


1-3  Little evidence of relevant knowledge. 
Frequent misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented with no evidence 
to support it 


 No evidence of an understanding or 
appreciation of the country's culture and 
society 


0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (TASK 2 – DISCUSSION) 
Marks AO1: understand and 


respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  


Marks  AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources  


Marks  AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure  


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societies of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


4  All questions are 
answered clearly and 
comprehensively 


 Very good interaction 
and spontaneity. 
Easily initiates and 
sustains discussion 


 A wide range of 
thoughts, feelings and 
view-points 
expressed 


7-8  Full understanding of 
the stimulus material 
demonstrated by clear 
and relevant 
responses to the 
stimulus and 
subsequent questions 


 


7-8  Very good knowledge of 
grammar with few errors  


 Very good knowledge of 
idiomatic phrases and a 
variety of structures 
employed 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation are 
convincing 


4  Very good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 


 Ideas and points of view well 
supported by evidence 
 


3  Most questions are 
answered clearly and 
some in detail 


 Good interaction, 
some spontaneity in 
initiating discussion 


 A range of thoughts, 
feelings and view-
points expressed 


5-6  Stimulus material 
mostly understood 
demonstrated by 
responses to the 
stimulus and most 
subsequent questions 


5-6  Good knowledge of 
grammar. Some errors 
occur 


 Good range of idiomatic 
structures to support 
views and opinions 


 Mistakes in intonation 
and pronunciation do not 
impede undersanding 


3  Good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture 
and society of Germany and 
German-speaking countries 
and communities 
with occasional 
inconsistencies 


 Ideas and opinions are 
generally supported by 
evidence 
 


 


  







GCE AS and A LEVEL GERMAN Sample Assessment Materials 25 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Marks AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction 


Marks AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language drawn 
from a variety of sources 


Marks AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and structure 


Marks AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, different 
aspects of the culture and 
societ of 
countries/communities where 
the language is spoken 


2  Some hesitation 
when answering 
questions. Answers 
generally lack depth 


 Attempts made to 
interact but prompting 
required at times 


 Some opinions and 
ideas expressed 


3-4  Stimulus material 
partly understood 
demonstated by partial 
responses to stimulus 
and subsequent 
questions 


 


3-4  Limited grammatical 
knowledge and frequent 
basic errors 


 Idiomatic structures used 
to convey pre-learnt 
material. Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom 
evident in unprepared 
material 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation sometimes 
impede understanding 


 


2  Superficial knowledge of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities reliant on pre-
learnt material, presented 
out of context 


 Ideas expressed are not 
based on factual evidence 
 


1  Limited responses 
when answering 
questions 


 Limited success in 
establishing a 
meaningful 
exchange. Over 
reliance on prompts 


 Limited range of 
ideas and opinions 


1-2  Very limited 
understanding of the 
stimulus material. 
Responses to the 
stimulus material are 
generally irrelevant 


1-2  Very basic grasp of 
grammar, sentences 
often fragmented and 
incomplete 


 Very basic structures 
used, showing lack of 
idiomatic knowledge. 
Heavy reliance on 
English/Welsh structures 


 Intonation and 
pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 


 


1  Little evidence of knowledge 
of question set. Frequent 
misunderstandings 


 Information is fragmented 
with no evidence to support 
it 
 


0   Nothing of value. 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 0  Nothing of value 
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Card A6 – Understanding the German-speaking world  
 
Sub-theme: Literature, art, film and music in the German-speaking world. 


Hier unten siehst du zwei Meinungen über Filme in Deutschland.  Wähle eine 
Meinung, die du in einer Diskussion mit dem Prüfer/der Prüferin rechtfertigen musst. 
Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die gegenteilige Meinung vertreten und seine/ihre 
Argumente in der Diskussion verteidigen. 
 
Meinung A  
 


 Die internationale Filmindustrie ist sehr wichtig in Deutschland/Österreich und der 
Schweiz. 


 
Meinung B  
 


 Die deutschsprachige Filmindustrie spielt eine große Rolle in Deutschland/Österreich 
und der Schweiz. 


 
 


AO4  In response to the task on the stimulus card the candidate may present 
and discuss the following: 


 
Opinion A  


 German/Austrian and Swiss cinemas predominantly show 
international films.  


 There is a whole industry which dubs international films. 
 Watching international films means being trendy and having an 


international flair. 
 
Opinion B  


 A high number of German language films are shown in 
German/Austrian/Swiss cinemas. 


 German language films have won international awards. 
 German language films help Germans/Austrians/Swiss to 


understand their history and culture. 
 
 
The examiner will take the opposing opinion to that chosen by the 
candidate and develop a discussion during the conversation in order to 
cover the opinions above. 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. 
Reward will be given for all relevant points argued by the candidate.  
 


 
 
 
  











